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SUBJECT: Periodic inspection of light alloy and composite sound moderators for centre-fire rifles 

PRODUCTS AFFECTED: All centre-fire rifle sound moderators constructed of light alloy and/or fibre-

reinforced composite materials. 

STATUS: This Service Bulletin is advisory for all end-users. 

Employers and self-employed persons may take account of this Service Bulletin in the context of 

their obligations under the Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005. 

This Service Bulletin is intended to complement, but not to vary or replace, instructions issued by the 

manufacturer of the rifle to which the sound moderator is fitted. 

BACKGROUND: This Service Bulletin is prompted by reports of erosion, stress-corrosion cracking or 

rupture of a small percentage of light alloy and composite sound moderators which may have been 

subjected to abnormal use, mechanical damage, incorrect assembly and/or lack of maintenance. 

COMPLIANCE: Inspection by a suitably experienced armourer or gunsmith - inspection of the rifle 

and sound moderator no later than 12 calendar months after first use (or after 500 rounds if sooner) 

and annually thereafter (or after 500 rounds if sooner). 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN (ADVICE TO GUNSMITHS):  

1. Ensure that the rifle is unloaded and remove the sound moderator from the rifle. 

2. Clean the sound moderator with fresh water in an ultrasonic bath or parts washer and dry 

thoroughly. Do not use cleaning additives or solvents which may affect the external finish. 

3. With a good light, a magnifying glass and a borescope, carefully inspect the external and 

internal surfaces of the sound moderator, paying particular attention to the outside wall or 

tube adjacent to the muzzle of the rifle. 

4. Replace any worn or damaged parts as necessary and spray a little WD-40®, ACF-50® or 

similar light oil onto and into the sound moderator to inhibit corrosion. 

5. Check the condition of the rifle barrel/sound moderator threads and mounting surfaces and 

check the alignment of the sound moderator to the barrel. 

6. Make a permanent record of compliance with this Service Bulletin and give a copy to your 

customer. 

7. Ensure that your customer has the latest version of the Owner's Manual for the make and 

model of sound moderator. 

ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF COMPLIANCE: Precautionary periodic renewal of sound moderators which 

are eligible for replacement under our limited lifetime guarantee. 


